








Carriage Title

here are few things as romantic as a horse-driven

carriage or sleigh on a quiet winter’s night, and both
are available in Owen Sound.

Windsong Horse and Carriage specializes in
romantic tours of the Festival of Northern Lights and
other downtown attractions, while Glendale Farms offers
sleigh rides through wooded trails, open fields and a stop
at a sugar shack along the way. Each have transported
hundreds of people back in time to a slower, simpler
era, and have proven popular among local residents and
visitors alike.

Windsong, based in nearby Bognor, Ont., has been
operating in Owen Sound for the past nine years and has
attracted clients from as far away as Australia, Japan and
China. The business operates year-round with weddings
most summer weekends and romantic outings continuing
into the fall, winter and spring.

“We do lots of weddings, romantic evenings,
marriage proposals and now funerals as well,” says owner
Gord Sturm. “Everyone has their niche, and our niche is
romance, the romance of the horses. It’s very intimate.”

A 20-minute tour of downtown Owen Sound costs
$30, and the carriage can hold up to eight people. Longer
rides can also be booked, so long as they're on city streets.
“Anywhere a car can go, we can go,” Sturm explains.

Those preferring to see no automobiles at all can head
to Glendale Farms in Benallen, a short drive north of
Owen Sound, where Glen Catto and his family have been
offering horse-drawn sleigh rides and for more than 30
years. Some who enjoyed sleigh rides there as children are
now bringing their own children and grandchildren, he

says, and prime times like Christmas Eve and New Year’s
Eve are booked long before any snow hits the ground.

Catto has three sleighs and teams of horses, and
will likely be adding a fourth this winter. Each can carry
about 25 people, pulled by two Percheron horses. A one-
hour ride with hot chocolate or apple cider in the sugar
shack costs $60 per group, or $6 per adult if booking
individually. The sleighs are fully accessible, and can take
people in wheelchairs.

Catto’s horses and sleigh are a regular sight at the
opening night of the Festival of Northern Lights, giving
children and families free rides. His father, Glen Catto Sr.,
is almost 80 years old but also attends most years. “He
lives for the sleigh rides,” his son explains.

Most other weekends (and daily during the peak of the
festival) you'll find Sturm and his Windsong team of horses
trotting through the downtown. Sturm is considered an
ambassador of sorts for Owen Sound, guiding tourists to
the best spots and sharing his knowledge of the city. More
than half his clientele are from out of town.

He compares himself to a New York City taxi driver
with many fascinating stories. Hop in his carriage and he’s
sure to tell you a few. Like the one about the man who
booked dinner for himself and his girlfriend at Nathaniel’s
Restaurant, requesting a window seat so she could be
surprised when a horse and carriage pulled up to whisk
them away. “I love the romance of that,” Sturm muses.

To book a sleigh ride, visit www.glendale-farms.com
or call 519-376-9027. For carriage rides, visit
www.windsongcarriage.com or call (519) 376-1518.
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Get your cross-country skis and hit the trails

ross country skiing is popular in

Owen Sound and area.

There are 15 trails listed on the
Bruce-Grey Trails Network website
(www.greybrucetrails.com).

Right in Owen Sound, there’s a
7.5-kilometre loop from Inglis Falls
to Harrison Park. You can also ski 10
kilometres of trails at Cobble Beach
Golf Links, just north of the city
(www.cobblebeach.com).

The Sawmill trail near Hepworth

is another favourite. Managed by the
Bruce Ski Club, it offers 10 kilometres
of trails groomed for both Nordic
and skate skiing, and is lit at night.
The Bruce club also grooms the
Colpoy’s trail in the Wiarton area and
the Rankin Trail in Red Bay (www.
bruceskiclub.ca).

Skis may be rented from Suntrail
Outfitters in Hepworth. Call 1-877-
882-2958 or visit www .suntrail.net.

Another popular destination is

the Massie trail, about 10 minutes
southeast of Owen Sound.

Venturing further afield, you'll
find trails at Sauble Beach, the
Glenelg Nordic trail in Markdale
(www.glenelgnordicskiclub.org), and
Stoney Island Conservation Area in
Kincardine.

In the Blue Mountain area, you'll
find Kolapore Uplands Wilderness
Ski Trails and Scenic Caves Nordic
Centre.

November 10-26, 2011 - Rodgers & Hammerstein’s The Sound of Music
February 2-11, 2012 - George Bernard Shaw’s The Devil’s Disciple

April 12-28, 2012 - The musical Cabaret

June 7-16, 2012 - Neil Simon’s The Odd Couple

January 20, 2012 - The Funny Ones with Parsons & Morel
March 2, 2012 - Amelia Curran
May 25 & 26, 2012 - Wingfield’s Lost and Found

December 10, 2011 & May 11-12, 2012 - Roxy Young Company

May 5, 2012 - Théatre LUAubergine’s Burletta

December 1, 2011 - Blue Christmas featuring Peter Irwin & Jailhouse Rock!

February 14, 2012 - Seeing Red - Erotic Art & Burlesque

the premier regional destination for live theatre and music
www.roxytheatre.ca ¢ 519.371.2833 e 251 9th Street East
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start right away

Financial Assistance available
to those who qualify!
Service Canada Funded and EI Eligible

recipients encouraged to apply Healthcare Services

« Medical Receptionist
Accountin

« Computerized Accounting
Business

* Business

- Career Development
- Enhance Your Skills
- Corporate Training

Right for You!

Academy of Learning’s skill and knowledge
development programs are designed to keep our
students up to date with the demands of today’s F F 7

fast-paced business environments. . pr i
Learn AT YOUR OWN PACE

Our exclusive Integrated Learning ™ System allows
you to learn at your own pace

FLEXIBLE HOURS
Learn on a schedule that fits around your life!
Work part time and still go to school

START IMMEDIATELY

Our Integrated Learning™ System allows you to

Over 35 Career Programs Available Incl:

Training
that’s

Customer Services
* Help Desk Analyst

IT Programs
« PC Support Specialist

Offlce Administration

« Marketing Coordinator

po” ) 4 5
9
1077 2" Ave. East Suite “B”
Owen Sound, Ontario
N4K 2H8

Contact us Today!

Phone (519) 371-6188
Fax (519) 376-1737
Email: info@academytraining.ca

www.academytraining.ca
Registered as a Private Career College Under The Private Career Colleges Act, 2005

Assistant
« Human Resources Management

*"&"s '

SYMPHONY SERIES
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'soprano

mber 10, 2011
,7'.;9 pm

"q- \*“"OSCVI Reglonal Auditorium
\ o 1550 8th St. East, Owen Sound

Enjoy the Festival of
Northern Lights

displays in downtown
Owen Sound

ONTARIO ARTS COUNCIL
CONSEIL DES ARTS DE L'ONTARIO

TICKETS & INFO
519.372.0212

Find us on
FACEBOOK

www.GeorgianBaySymphony.ca
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